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US AIR STRIKES ON
VENEZUELA

On 3  January 2026, several explosions
were reported at approximately 02:00
Venezuelan local time, as a result of air
strikes carried out by low-flying U.S. aircraft
targeting strategic military installations in
Caracas, La Guaira, Higuerote, and other
locations. The attacks reportedly struck air
defense systems, antennas, and military
vehicles, affecting at least the Francisco de
Miranda Air Base (La Carlota), Fort Tiuna,
and Higuerote Airport. The extent of the
damage and the number of casualties
remain unknown, in the absence of official
information.
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According to information provided by
President Donald Trump through his social
media account (@realDonaldTrump), the
operation also resulted in the capture of
President Nicolás Maduro, who, together
with his wife, was allegedly flown out of the
country to be taken before U.S. courts, in
an operation carried out in conjunction
with U.S. law enforcement authorities.
Hours earlier, President Maduro had
declared a national state of commotion,
and following the air strikes a public
Statement was issued in which the
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela stated that
it “rejects, repudiates, and denounces
before the international community the
extremely serious military aggression
perpetrated by the current Government 
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of the United States of America against
Venezuelan territory and population in
civilian and military localities of the city of
Caracas, capital of the Republic, and the
states of Miranda, Aragua, and La
Guaira,” while pledging to defend itself
against U.S. military actions allegedly
aimed at regime change. Meanwhile, in a
public appearance, the Minister of
Defense, Vladimir Padrino López,
condemned the operation and
expressed full support for President
Maduro. Overall, conditions throughout
the country—excluding Caracas—are
reported to be relatively calm, although
mobility nationwide may be affected by
the declared state of commotion.

Under the Constitución de la República
Bolivariana de Venezuela, the declaration
of a state of commotion (estado de 

"The operation also resulted in
the capture of President
Nicolás Maduro, who, together
with his wife, was allegedly
flown out of the country to be
taken before U.S. courts, in an
operation carried out in
conjunction with U.S. law
enforcement authorities..."



conmoción interior) constitutes an
exceptional constitutional mechanism
available to the Executive when a serious
internal disturbance threatens public
order, citizen security, or the stability of
democratic institutions and cannot be
addressed through ordinary legal means.
Regulated by Articles 337 to 339, this
state of exception permits the temporary
adoption of extraordinary measures
aimed exclusively at restoring
constitutional normality. While certain
constitutional rights may be temporarily
restricted—though never suspended—
non-derogable rights such as the right to
life, due process, habeas corpus, and
freedom of conscience remain fully
protected. It is important to note that,
pursuant to constitutional provisions, the
Vice President of the Republic, Ms. Delcy
Rodríguez, assumes presidential
functions in the temporary absence of
the President.

With respect to shipping and port
activities, initial inquiries indicate that La
Guaira, the only commercial port
reportedly affected by the air strikes, has
been militarized and is currently under
restricted access; however, port
operations are said to be continuing
without significant delays. The ports of
Puerto Cabello, Maracaibo and Guanta
are reportedly operating normally, while
activities along the Orinoco River and at
the Jose Terminal are ongoing.

Nevertheless, this is an initial assessment
and the situation may change as security
measures and mobility restrictions
associated with the state of commotion
are implemented. Vessel crews are 
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strongly advised to remain on board.

The situation will be reviewed periodically
by our company, particularly in the event
that formal notices or instructions are
issued by the maritime authority (INEA)
or the port authorities (Bolipuertos, S.A.),
in which case updated information will be
provided accordingly.
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